· Issues arising from observation in all three countries: 

Observations were carried out in all 6 schools of teachers leading VC sessions with the children. The following issues arose:
Use of Target Language
· It needs to be clear which language (TL or L1) the teacher and the children are using; while on the one hand, the ability to code-switch is undoubtedly a key skill in bilingual communication, at this stage it is vital that sufficient opportunities are planned for all children and teachers to use the TL as well as their L1. 

· Equally, the opportunity to initiate as well as respond needs to be built into the planning.

· Related to the previous point, all children need the chance to ask and answer questions.

· There needs to be spontaneous and not just scripted communication.

· Children need to be taught communication strategies.

· The balance of accuracy vs communication particularly with regard to pronunciation.
Impact on L1

· !t was noted that this experience had a positive impact on the children’s motivation to articulate their own language as clearly as possible

Relationship of VC experience with rest of curriculum

· Are the speaking and listening skills being transferred into more discrete language lessons and also across the curriculum?

Classroom organisation and management 

· Class size and number of children involved (how many children can communicate at once; what do others do?)

· Effective use of time

· Physical placement of equipment

· Impact of camera position on authenticity of communication event
· Are issues different a/c to country? (  e.g. effect of dominant pedagogy)                    
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