Year 1 Outcomes

As noted elsewhere, this project has as its central aim the provision of an innovative context for initial teacher training within a technologically-enhanced, holistic, cross-curricular approach to teaching languages in the primary schools of the three countries. We believe that we have successfully provided this for the group of trainees targeted in the first year of the project. However, from the outset we have sought to establish the impact of the new approach and the technology on the processes of children’s learning in the six schools through observation, focus group work and interviews with teachers and children, specifically: 

· On the processes of children’s language learning 

· On development of intercultural understanding 

· On children’s motivation as indicated by their own perceptions 

· On the school community 

· On the wider school curriculum 

While we aim to continue this evaluation in the second year, our preliminary conclusions are that children’s motivations and intercultural understanding are noticeably enhanced by their new approach to language learning, and that their perceptions of themselves as learners appear to be undergoing a subtle shift in the direction of a more collaborative approach as they recognise the role they play in other children’s learning, and an equally nuanced shift in their perception of the role of the teacher. 
Our observations and data gathering, however, threw up a number of issues related to language learning and teaching pedagogy, which over the course of the year allowed us to draft the possible characteristics of effective practice; these will inform the training and evaluation work during the second year of the project. 
Our work with the trainees and teachers has been informed by the findings outlined in brief above. The trainees in turn have, through their activities and subsequent evaluations, not only corroborated our findings vis-à-vis the children themselves, but have confirmed their own willingness to embrace new and innovative approaches to language learning, evident in the confidence they built up in preparing children for lessons involving the new technology, using the equipment, and in beginning to understand and critique cross-curricular approaches. However, a key contribution that the trainees made to the project was their insights into the issues and potential problems germane to the project as well as their obvious enthusiasm for it. This has encouraged us to adopt a much more collaborative approach than even envisaged at the outset and this has informed our planning for the second year where we will draw explicitly upon their creativity and expertise rather than the original idea of in some way ‘offering’ a context for their learning. 

