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Introduction

We aim in this short article to outline a two-year Comenius funded project in initial teacher training for primary languages and to report on progress in the first year. This project, entitled Technologically Enhanced Language Learning Pedagogy (TELLP), received funding from 2007-2009. Both the TELLP project and its associated schools project (The Six Schools Project) form part of an initiative jointly funded by the TDA (Teacher Development Agency for Schools) and Microsoft. This is known as The Collaborative Technologies in Languages Initiative (CTLI) project is an international project in which the six primary schools, the three initial teaching training institutions and local authorities and regional governments in England, France and Spain are working together using a shared curriculum to develop and improve the teaching and learning of languages (see www.tda.gov.uk/ctli ). 
Our TELLP project has as its central aim the provision of an innovative context for initial teacher training within a technologically-enhanced, holistic, cross-curricular approach to teaching languages in the primary schools of the three countries. At the core of this are new technologies which include video-conferencing between children in all three countries and the use of a learning platform. Our role in the three universities (Manchester Metropolitan University, Universidad de Granada and Université de Poitiers) includes the support of school staff in the project, researching the impact on the children’s language learning and developing and evaluating the role of teacher trainees in it. The trainees who are placed in the project schools are drawn from the group of primary MFL specialists who take part in the primary languages exchange programme. Thus the French trainees who travel to Poitou-Charentes are placed in the two project schools there, the Spanish trainees in the project schools in Granada and the visiting Spanish and French trainees are placed in the two schools in Trafford, Greater Manchester. 
The activities in which we have been engaged in the first year of the project include observations of video-conferencing sessions, investigating the potential of learning platforms for language learning, training staff and trainees, interviewing children, staff and trainees and drafting characteristics of appropriate technology-related pedagogy. 
We are able at the end of this first year to report some very positive findings. Firstly, the evidence is that the children involved in the project in all three countries show real enthusiasm for this as a medium, appreciating without a doubt the opportunity for real and authentic communication with children their own age. Their understanding of intercultural similarities and differences was very evident. This was confirmed by teachers and trainees alike. The impact on teacher training was also very clear, in that the trainees involved in the project schools developed insights into the technology-related pedagogic issues, learned how to use the technology through joint planning and teaching both on placement abroad and on their home placements and developed a greater appreciation of cross-curricular and content-led approaches to primary languages. 

The issues relating to appropriate pedagogy have improved extremely interesting. So far the majority of the work has focussed on the video-conferencing and a range of issues were evident that have implications for planning, teaching and assessing. These include the choice of first or target language, which skills to emphasise, linguistic progression, the development of autonomous and spontaneous communication as well as the familiar tensions between accuracy and communication. Also of interest are the implications for the teaching and learning of communication strategies and the impact on the first language of being someone else’s interlocutor. Equally, the place of intercultural understanding in the curriculum and issues of classroom organisation and management are important aspects to address. 
Where are we taking this project in its second year? Firstly, we will be seeking to embed, develop and evaluate the aspects of pedagogy we have identified as potentially important. We will also be developing a strong focus on the use of the learning platform and related technologies such as digital cameras. The group of trainees involved will be expanded to include greater numbers visiting the six schools and their remit will include a greater contribution to materials for use on the learning platform. Our dissemination of the project’s work and findings will be developed through local seminars in each country and via an international conference in July at Manchester Metropolitan University. Further details about this and other aspects of the project are available on the projects’ website www.tellp.org or you can contact Gee Macrory, Project Co-ordinator on g.macrory@mmu.ac.uk .
